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Summary

The National Marine Science Committee (NMSC)
connects research institutions, government, industry
and end users to coordinate national marine science
priorities, strengthen collaboration and guide
capability. It helps deliver practical, decision-
ready science.

The NMSC comprises almost 40 Australian marine
science organisations. It led the development of
the National Marine Science Strategy 2026-36
through national consultation with more than 500
participants from over 120 organisations.

Strategy aims

The National Marine Science Strategy 2026-36
sets out a nationally coordinated direction for
marine science over the next decade. It aims to
strengthen the impact and application of marine
science to address national challenges, including
climate change, pressure on ocean systems, and
the demand for evidence to support coordinated
decision-making.
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~  Around 85% of Australians live within
50 km of the coast.

~  Marine industries contribute almost
10% of Australia’s GDP and support
more than 700,000 jobs.

Why marine science matters
to Australia

Marine science is the study of the ocean

and humanity's relationship with the marine
environment, and is critical to helping Australians
understand, predict and manage change across
marine and coastal systems. As one of the world’s
great marine nations, Australia relies on marine
science to inform decisions, underpin economic
prosperity, support safe and healthy communities

and ensure a healthy ocean for future generations.

Marine science supports:

n  climate prediction and disaster preparedness
n  healthy oceans and biodiversity

~  coastal resilience and adaptation

~  sustainable marine industries

~ maritime safety, sovereignty and security.

~  We transport around 99% of our
international trade by sea.

~  First Nations peoples have cared
for sea Country for more than
60,000 years.




The National Marine Science Strategy 2026-36 identifies
7 national ambitions and recommendations for practical,
coordinated action to strengthen impact. This involves the
marine science community working together to deliver
science that is collaborative, multi-disciplinary, actionable
and decision-ready.

Recognise, respect and facilitate First Nations
knowledge systems to support sustainable sea Country

~ What we will lead: Working with First Nations communities
to embed their knowledge, innovation and leadership
at the centre of Australia’s marine science capability to
support sustainable sea Country management and more
effective marine decision-making.

Strengthen Australia’s capability to predict climate
change and its impacts to support decisions
~ What we will lead: Building a step change in Australia’s
ocean-climate prediction and impact capability to support
informed mitigation, adaptation, risk management and

effective decision-making across government, industry
and communities.

Progress toward net-zero emissions by 2050
through coordinated national climate mitigation

~ What we will lead: Accelerating coordinated marine science
and innovation to deliver science-based, well-governed,
trusted and scalable ocean-based pathways that advance
Australia’s transition to net-zero emissions by 2050.

G@ Boost coastal resilience through nationally
coordinated marine and coastal science
~ What we will lead: Building a nationally coordinated
land-and-sea-research capability that delivers decision-
ready social and economic insights to protect coastal

communities, infrastructure and ecosystems from the
intensifying impacts of climate change and human activity.

Strengthening and expanding ©
integrated modelling capability

Sustaining investment in high-performance
computing and data storage

\
/Expanding marine and
*x climate observations
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Accelerating innovation
and adoption of emerging
and existing technologies

Rebuild and maintain marine biodiversity
. and ecosystem health

~ What we will lead: Driving integrated marine science and
knowledge systems that support effective protection,
repair and sustainable management of Australia’s
marine ecosystems.

Fortify maritime security, sovereignty and safety

~ What we will lead: Enhancing the use of marine science
and technology to support timely and coordinated
identification, monitoring and protection of Australia’s
vast maritime region from increasing and evolving threats.

Facilitate a thriving and vibrant blue economy
in a healthy ocean

~ What we will lead: Strengthening evidence-based
integrated ocean management through a system-based
approach, supported by ocean accounting and community
engagement, to balance use, productivity and resilience
across Australia’s blue economy.

Building a robust science
communication capability

Capabilities

People and partnerships
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Enhanclng Australia’s
@ marine workforce
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corporating social scignces in
large-scale research.pfogrdins
and. o]ects
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Establishing a national,
consistent approach to'
oceah litepacy
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Scaling and embedding a
fit-for-purpose, multi-dimensional
ocean accounting framework

Strengthening national
collaboration by leveraging
existing large-scale partnership

Foundational capabilities

People and infrastructure

Delivering these ambitions and recommendations
depends on strong foundational capabilities that
combine marine science infrastructure with skilled
people and partnerships.

The strategy calls for expanded, coordinated and
open-access marine science infrastructure, including
observations and data, research vessels, data platforms,
modelling systems, computing, ocean accounting, and
emerging technologies.

It also highlights the need to build partnerships and
strengthen workforce capability, First Nations leadership,
collaboration, ocean literacy, social science integration
and science communication to improve the relevance,
uptake and real-world impact of marine science.
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