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AMSA Conference

NMSC Chair’s reflection

This was my first AMSA Conference, and it was a terrific
experience, from both the people and science perspectives. |
caught up with many old friends and colleagues from across
my long Bureau career as well as my “retired” career and made
many new connections that | look forward to following up
with. | especially enjoyed meeting and talking to the newer
cohort of scientists, be it over posters or just while standing in
queues or hanging around the coffee cart. Their passion and
genuine enthusiasm to learn was an absolute pleasure.

The conference theme of “Marine Science for Impact” aligned
so well with our NMSS 2026-36 “Building Blue Futures” theme.
We heard many examples of where and how impact has been
achieved, through influencing policy and regulatory practice,
to safety and security of communities, to protection of marine
ecosystems in these challenging climatic times. And we shared
many thoughts about how to make the impact happen
through translation of science to inform decision-making,
starting with building genuine relationships with our user
communities, engaging with openness and, in the words of
Aunty Caroline in her inspiring Welcome to Country, listening
to understand, not just to respond. A key takeaway for me
from our First Nations scientists was that strong relationships
and beneficial outcomes depended on weaving rather than
integrating traditional and western knowledge.

Other themes that stood out for me (well, no surprise, really)
were the extent to which many of the impactful marine science
achievements have depended on our foundational

infrastructure, from MNF and IMOS to AODN and ARDC. The
need for continuity of these facilities, especially as we
approach the much-talked-of ‘NCRIS cliff’, is a priority focus for
NMSC. The broadening of data support systems to embrace
social science, and the value of practical and targeted ocean
literacy programs, were themes that were repeated in the ‘Big
Ideas” Workshop that NMSC Deputy Chair, Lyndon Llewelyn
organised and ran at the close of the conference.

Thank you very much to Paula Cartright and the AMSA team
on pulling together such an inspiring conference. | look
forward to next year's AMSA conference in Adelaide!
Meanwhile, a reminder that the next NMSC in-person meeting
will take place in Melbourne on 4 December, and you are sure
to see some of the above themes in action there.

Sue Barrell, Chair, NMSC

NMSC Workshop

The NMSC used the AMSA Conference as a chance to run an
ideas workshop to feed into Strategy implementation. A
dedicated group showed up the day after the Conference
dinner and After Party, and we focused on three Strategy
recommendations:

« Strengthen Australia’s capability to predict climate change
and its impacts to support decisions

« Rebuild and maintain marine biodiversity and ecosystem
health

« Facilitate a thriving and vibrant blue economy in a healthy
ocean

Each team drafted a desired outcome for each
recommendation, then sketched out big-picture initiatives to
help achieve them. There was a lot of overlap in the teams’
discussions, which highlighted how connected Australia’s
marine system is, and how many different disciplines will need
to work together if we're to succeed.

A few common themes came through strongly. Strengthening
Australia’s ocean governance, equitable benefit sharing, and
giving the ocean the formal recognition it deserves in our
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national future. People also highlighted building capability and
making sure more science and knowledge gets out of the
research world and into the hands of Traditional Owners,
communities, stakeholders and ocean users. Just as
importantly, we need better ways to hear from those groups
and bring their ideas into the priorities for marine science.

From here, we'll pull the workshop outcomes together and
take the ideas forward through the NMSC.

Eureka Prize 2026

Eureka Prize for Environmental Research

A highlight of the Australian Museum'’s Eureka Prize ceremony
this year was the Eureka Prize for Environmental Research
awarded to the CSIRO-Bureau of Meteorology team of Alistair
Hobday, Claire Spillman, Jason Hartog and Grant Smith for
their Marine Heatwave Forecasting work.

Marine Heatwave Forecasts delivered Australia’s first
operational long-range forecasts for unusually warm ocean
temperatures, giving marine industries, conservation managers
and coastal communities weeks to months of warning and
helping them to protect vulnerable ecosystems.

Not only an excellent example of research collaboration, but
they were most definitely the best dressed team on the night!

Opportunities

Clough Scholarship

A new scholarship opportunity for outstanding Australian PhD
students in marine science and conservation.

Four scholarships of $35,000 are available each vyear,
supporting emerging marine researchers with strong
academic excellence and a focus on translating research into
real-world impact.

Applications: 31 August - 9 October 2026. Find out more and
apply here.

SCRVF - Funded Sea Time

Researchers can apply for funded sea time in 2027-28 aboard
vessels in the Southern Coastal Research Vessel Fleet (SCRVF).

Applications close: 17 September 2026. Find out more and
apply here.

Call for Experts - UN Regular Process

The UN Regular Process is seeking experts to join its Pool of
Experts supporting the fourth cycle of the assessment of the
state of the marine environment, including socioeconomic
aspects (WOA IV).

Experts from relevant fields, including scientists and holders of
traditional, Indigenous and local knowledge, are invited to self-
nominate. The specific expertise required for WOA IV will be
announced in early 2027.

Interested experts can submit a self-recommendation by
completing the application form and providing a CV. Apply to
join the Pool of Experts here.

If you are aware of other opportunities that may be relevant to the NMSC
community, please send them through to the NMSC Secretariat for
consideration in future community updates.

NMSC Member Meeting
4 December 2026

The next face-to-face meeting of NMSC members will be
held on 4 December 2026 in Melbourne, kRindly hosted
by the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM).

The meeting will be an opportunity for members to
come together, discuss key NMSC priorities and
activities, and connect in person.

Further details, including the venue and agenda, will be
shared with members closer to the date.
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https://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ocean/long-range-forecasts/?variable=ssta&region=AUS
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/research-vessels?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/research-vessels?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.un.org/regularprocess/content/pool-experts
https://www.thejockcloughmarinefoundation.com/clough-scholarship-for-excellence-in-marine-science?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thejockcloughmarinefoundation.com/clough-scholarship-for-excellence-in-marine-science?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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